DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

ETERNAL LIFE!
Eternal life must not be equated with just not dying.  If that were all there were to it, then the thinking shown in some books and movies would be understandable. Enjoy life while you can; why bother with eternity; the thought of just going on and on for ever is boring, and so on.  But in fact God's Word tells us that eternal life is a state of really living, really being alive, FOREVER. (Ps.l6:11)
Now God provided for us to obtain this eternal life by one way only, through real faith, true belief in, and acceptance of, what was accomplished on Calvary by his Son Jesus Christ. (Jh.3:16, Acts 4:12)
But who is the real Jesus Christ, because today, just like in the early Church, there seem to be many different ones preached?  In Jh.l:1 we read the simple fact that in the beginning (of all things) there was the Word, and the word was with God, and the Word was God.  In Jh.1:14 we find that the Word took on human flesh, and lived among us.  Once more in Rev.l9:11-13 we see that when this Lord Jesus Christ comes back to judge the world’s inhabitants (Matt.25;31-46), The name by which he will be known to all mankind is ‘The Word of God.’ 
But back to eternal life; a question to which we need to know the answer is, “How long do we have to wait before entering this state of eternal living?”  We praise God that according to his Word, we enter that eternal state of life with him as soon as we, with an honest heart, hear and truly believe the truth; God’s Word; as spoken and shown in Jesus Christ.  (Jh.5:24)
Just like God’s grace, he is the source of this life, but it comes to us from, and through, Jesus Christ (Jh.l0:28), because he is not just the giver of life, but is in fact himself that very life. (Jh.14:6)
God prepares us for eternal life with him by doing some very special things in our lives. He actually causes us to die, by faith, with his Son, and then, with Christ, causes us to be raised, reborn by the Spirit of his Son, with a whole new nature just like his own.  In fact, he becomes our Father, in the fullest, most complete sense.  Amazing! (2Cor.5:17 & Eph.4:24)
In Jh.ll:17-26 we’re told that those of us who die physically will be raised up again at Christ’s return, and this is borne out in 1Cor.15:51-57 & Dan.l2:2; but don’t just take my word for it.  Read it for yourself.

We now come to a very important question, and it’s this, “What does God look for in those to whom he wants to give eternal life?” Well, the first and most important thing is two-fold: an absolute belief, or faith, and complete trust, in his Son, Jesus Christ. (Jh.3:14-15)  Second: he would have us patiently doing what’s right in his sight. (Rom.2:7)  Third: he looks for willing workers for his harvest. (Jh.4:35-36)  Fourth: he desires a willingness on our part to lay down our lives; especially in living for one another; under his authority. (Jh.l2:25)  Fifth: wholeheartedness in seeking his face in order to come to really know him. (Jh.l7:3)
Remember, you are clearly told that you have been set free from the effects of sin, including its power over you, and have been given a free gift of eternal life.  Hold on to these things with all the strength that is yours in Christ Jesus. (Rom.6:22-23)
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